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ABSTRACT

Background: Loveisrecognized asanimportant aspect of closerelationshipsand asa predictor
of stability in premarital relations. Love has been described asan attitude or value, an emotion,
an attachment and as a combination of some of these.

In order to understand of sexual subculture of young peopl e, we need to exploretheir lovestyles
which refer to how individual s define or approach love astheir attitudesregarding love guiding
their behaviour towards, and an experience of, those they love.

There are six different styles of love, which were characterized as erotic love, ludic love,
storgic love, pragmatic love, maniac love and agapic love. Each person could be characterised
by more than one love style.

The objective of this study isto identify the pattern of Javanese youth love styles and examine
the factors influence to their love styles and sexual lifestyles.

Method: Participants were 500 undergraduates (265 males and 235 females) in the agel8-
24 years. They wererecruited from8 universitiesinthree big citiesin Central Java (Semarang,
Purwokerto and Surakarta) using a quota sampling method. FGDs and indepth interviews
were also conducted to explore in more depth and details the case of premarital sexual
relationship of heterosexual couples and homosexuals.

Results: The pattern of Javanese youth love styles are firstly pragma and storge. It was
influenced by religiousity, personality aspects, level of social activity, and attitudesto premarital
sex, sexual attitudes, and sexual experiences. The variety of Javanese youth love styles was
signified by development of the individual self or self identity.

Key word: love styles, self identity, Javanese, sexual lifestyles.
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INTRODUCTION

Sexudity only exigsthroughitssocid forms
and socid organization. Moreover, theforcesthat
shapeand mould erotic possibilities of the body
vary fromsociety to society. Sexua socidization
isnolessspecific to each culturethanissocial-
izationtoritua, dressor manner, al of thoseare
bel ong on society and socid relationsrather than
nature. Thereforeit isbecomespossibletore-
late sexudlity to other socia phenomenasuch as
inlndonesa. Thewaysinwhich sexuaitieshave
been expressed such astheir emotions, desires
and relationships, are shaped by the culture of
ociety itself.

Itisnecessary to study of sexual subculture
of young peoplein order to understand what they
interpret and think about their behaviour. The
questionswe must ask not ourselves, but young
peoplethemselves, are about what they fedl and
think about their sexual behaviour and what in-
formation they need to receive and wherethis
need to be provided. In order to understand
young Javanese peopl €' s sexual behaviour, we
must understand the cultural standards of
Javanese society that may form the context of
sexual relationshipsamong young people. The
understanding of Javanese culturein terms of
sexud relationshipsand thegpplication of asym-
bolic interactionist approach in the study of
Javaneseyouth sexual culture should be elabo-
ratedintermsof sdf identity, meanings, symbols
and socidizationincludinglovestyles.

Hendrick and Hendrick (1992) stated that
loveisseen asthe characterigtic that definesfunc-
tional closereationships. Therefore, itisnot sur-
prising that love hasbeen examined rel atively
extensvely asapredictor of stability in premari-
tal relations (Cateand Lloyd, 1992). Although
loveisrecognised asanimportant agpect of close
rel ationships, thereismuch discussion astowhat
congtitutesthe phenomenon of love. Lovehas
been described asan attitude or value (Rubin,
1970, 1973), anemotion (Berscheid & Wal ster,
19744), attachment (Hazan & Shaver, 1986;
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Stenberg, 1986) and asacombination of some
of these (Cited in Cateand L1oyd, 1992).

Numerous studieshavefocused onthelove
styles which developed by Lee (1973, 1977)
and then elaborated by Hendrick and Hendrick
(1986). As Hendrick and Hendrick (1986)
stated that love stylesrefer to how individuals
define or approach love, such astheir attitudes
regarding loveguiding their behaviour towards,
and an experienceof, thosethey love (Hendrick
and Hendrick, 1992).

Before discussing the pattern of young
people slove stylesin Central Java, Itisvery
useful tolook at the description of six different
stylesof lovewhichweredaborated by Hendrick
and Hendrick (1986). Although each person
could be characterised by morethan onelove
style, these characteristics can be used for de-
scriptive purposesto refer to Javanese young
people as one certain type of lover. These six
love styles which described by Hendrick and
Hendrick (1992: p.64-67) are characterised as
follows

a) Eroticlove(romantic, passionate, disclos-
ingverbaly and physicaly).

Erosisoften described as passionatelove,
but itismuch morethan physical passion. The
eros person valueslovevery highly and hasa
definiteimage of physical qualitiesdesiredina
partner. For instance; if young peopletend to
select their dating partner whoistall, haslong
and straight hair, bright skin and so forth, then
they are categorised aseros. Theeroslover is
likely towant to get involved very quickly when
meeting someonewhofitshisor her mental pic-
ture. Thismeansanintensefocusonthe partner
and adesireto becomesexualy intimate, totalk
endlesdy andto befully and openly onesdlf. The
eros person typically doesnot push the partner
intothisintensity but rather, allowsthingsto de-
velop mutually. A mgjor characteristic of erosis
sdlf-confidenceand high self esteem, which al-
low anintense, exclusivefocusonapartner but
not possessivenessor jea ousy.
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b) Ludiclove (playful, lack of commitment
to partner, avoidance of involvement); Ludusis
lovethat isplayed asagame, for mutua enjoy-
ment, without any seriousintent. Ludicloveris
best played with several partnersat atime, so
that ludus person can enjoy anumber of differ-
ent peopl e, activitiesand pleasures, and alsoto
prevent anyonefrom getting too seriousinrela
tionships. Thislover doesnot haveapreferred
physical typebut rather likesal sortsof partners
and enjoys sex asgood fun rather than deepin-
volvement. Ludushasnointentionof hurting other
peopleand, infact, triesto set out the rules of
thegameearly inrelationships. Luduslover just
wantsto enjoy lifeand have other people enjoy
it too.

¢) Storgiclove (muted emotiona disclosure,
lovedow indeve oping, intimacy not essentid to
rel ationship Sability). Storgeisloveby evolution
rather than revolution. Accordingto Lee (1973),
itisafedingof naturd affection suchasyoumight
havefor afavourite brother and sister. An unex-
citing and often uneventful kind of loving, storge
lover israrely the stuff of dramatic worksor ro-
mantic novels. Although we might think of this
typeof loveasoccurringinsmall townor farm-
ing communities, where lives are stable and
people grow up together, it can also occur inur-
ban neighbourhoods and e sewhere. The corner-
stone of Storgeisfriendship—acompanionable,
secure, trusting rel ationship with apartner who
issimilar intermsof attitudesand values. The
similarity ismuch moreimportant to Storgethan
physical appearance or sexual satisfaction be-
causethisorientationto loveismorelikely to
seek long term commitment rather than short-
timeexcitement.

d) Pragmaticlove (sensible, practical, low
emotionality). Pragmaconjures up notions of
“pragmétic’ and*“ practicd” and that exactly what
conditutesthislovestyle. Pragmaislovethat goes
shopping for amate and knowswhat qualities
sheor heisseeking. The pragmatic lover isnot
looking for great excitement and drama but

rather, for asuitable partner withwhom asatis-
fying, rewarding lifecan bebuilt. Pragmalover
sounds almost similar to astorgic person, but
differsinitshard-heartedness. Pragmaperson
might grow with someonewith very much con-
cerned about partner’s financial prospects or
family background.

€) Maniclove (ambivalent, possessiveand
dependent). Maniahasmany qualitiessmilar to
our everyday conception of traditiona romantic
love. Thisloverisjeaous, full of doubts about
the partner’ssincerity and commitment, subject
to physica symptomssuch asinability to eat and
deep, experiences acute excitement alternating
and debilitating depression, and soon. Themanic
lover triesto forceacommitment from the part-
ner, rather thanwaiting for it to evolvenaturaly,
and such forcing often brings about the end of
therelationship and confirmsthemaniclover’s
worst fears. Maniaobsesses about the partner
so much that thereisno real enjoyment of the
relationship.

f) Agapicloving (giving, other-centered, car-
ing). Theagapiclover isthe closest thing that
romantic world hasto asaint. Agapeisselfless
and giving, concerned about the partner’swel -
fareand untroubled for theself. Theagapiclover
doesn’t form arel ationshi p because of what the
partner can do for thelover, but, rather, because
of what he or she may be able to give to the
partner. Because of theidealism of agape, sexu-
adity and sensud concernsarenct revant. Agape
functionsonamore“ spiritual level”.

This paper discussesthe pattern of Javanese
youthlovestylesandtheinfluencing factorsbased
onthesociological perspectivestolove. Thekey
question, concernsthereasonsfor the pattern of
youth lovestylesin Central Java. Theanaysis
attemptsto answer the question by examining
thefactorsinfluencing the pattern of Javanese
youth love styles. The primary purpose of this
sudy istoidentify Javaneseyouthlovestylesand
sexual lifestylesand examinethesocia and cul-
tura dimensonswhichinfluencether lovestyles
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and examine their love styles related to their
sexual lifestyleswhich can contribute towards
policy formulation and programmedeve opment
for young peoplesexud and reproductive hed th.

RESEARCH DESIGN

Participantswere 500 undergraduates (265
malesand 235 females) inthe agel8-24 years.
They wererecruited from 8 universitiesinthree
big citiesin Centrd Java(Semarang, Purwokerto
and Surakarta) using aquotasampling method.
Four FGDswere undertaken which werestruc-
tured by age and sex. Whilst 12 case studies
undertaken which comprised fiveunmarried het-
erosexual student coupleswith sexual experi-
ence, aged 20-23. Therewere also two young
homosexua male students, who were not a
couple, aged 19 and 20.

RESULTS

Thispaper containsan analysisof Javanese
youth love stylesand will attempt to answer the
main question regarding the pattern of Javanese
love stylestowards arange of young people’'s
premarital socio-sexud lifestyles. Thisandysis
isguided by the conceptual phenomenaof love
stylesthat have been devel oped by Hendrick and
Hendrick (1986). Accordingto Cateand LIlyoid
(1992), definition of loveisrecognized asan
important aspect of closerelationshipsand can
predict the stability of premarital relationships.

The pattern of Javaneseyouth love styles

Thefindingsof thestudy show that the pre-
valinglovesylesof young peoplein Centra Java

arefirstly, pragma (48% of malesand 60% of
fema es) and secondly, storge (21% of maesand
27% of femal es) which between them account
for about two-thirds of maesand four-fifths of
females of the sample responses. A dlightly
greater proportion of males(16%) and only 7%
of femalesdo expressan erospropensity, butin
general itisclear that erotic pleasureand sexua
appeal arecertainly not themaindriving forces
of thisyouth sexual culture, asthereisnot any
evidence of ludic love stylein this study (see
tablel). A small proportion of agapic males
(15%) also have appeared inthisculture. The
agapiclovesyle perhapsappliestoyoung males
who haveatruistic behaviour without consider-
ing what their partner lookslikeand wherethey
origindly comefrom.

Withrespect tolifestylesit cannot be stated
too strongly, that in contrast to the erotic pre-
occupationsof many other youth sexua cultures,
erotic pleasure (or sexual intercourseat least) is
not considered ahigh priority, but issomething
whichisconsdered by most withinthe quite se-
rious context of relationship development to-
wardsmarriage.

Thepragmaticlover whichisnot looking for
agreat pleasure and dramabut rather for asuit-
able partner with whom asatisfying, rewarding
lifecan bebuilt, isstrongly consistent with the
Javanese normsin termsof choosing the poten-
tial spouse by considering family background,
socia gtatus, and futurelife of the partner which
is called in Javanese term ‘bibit, bebet, and
bobot’ (Hendrick and Hendrick, 1992). The

Tablel. Frequency and percent distribution of type of love stylesof respondents

Ifale Female
Twvpe of lovestyles E 0, F o,
Eros 42 16 16 7
Storge a6 21 £ 27
Pragma 127 48 141 60
Agape 40 15 14 é

Chi-sguare test L0001z kighly staticfeally significant af F=0.05
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main concern (pragma) with findingsis partner
for astablerd ationship towardsmarriage, which
reinforcesor supportsthe aspirationsfor acom-
fortableand securemateria future.

Storgeand Pragmaarequiteclosdy related,
both revolving around long-term commitment and
trust, but with pragmabeing more hard-headed
and practical inthe assessment of apotential,
desirable partner. Character and an understand-
ing natureareimportant attributes, whichinturn
relateto Javanese concernswith ‘jaim’ sengibil-
ity and deportment.

Age of respondents and love styles

Thereisno associ ation between the age of
respondent and the pattern of love stylesfor both
genders. Thestudy revealed that agapelovestyle
tendsto be endorsed by femalesat younger age.
Itisasonoticesble, that thereissmall shift from
pragmato storge or eros (infemalelovers) with
maturation, presumably over the cause of stable
rel ationshi ps, storge’ ssense of trusting, compan-
ionate affection increases, whilst the female
younger age groups are more concerned with
pragmatically ng the prospectsof poten-
tia partners.

Gender differences and love styles

Gender differences have been appearedin
the pattern of love styles of young Javanese
people. Thefindingsrevealed that althoughin
general pictureof Javaneseyouth love stylesis
mostly pragmafor both sexes, but gender differ-
enceshaveaso emergedinthisstudy. Thequan-
titative datashowed that malesweremoreeratic
than werefemales, whereasfemaesweremore
pragmatic and storgic than weremales. Thein-
terpretation of these findings was that young
Javanesefema eshavebeen socidized to marry
both alove partner and economic provider, be-
causein Javanese society most women aretaught
todevotetheir lifefor thefamily well-being and
accentuate the domestic sphere, whereas, men
are acknowledged as heads of the household.
Thus, itisnot surprising when most women take
apractical and asensible approachto relation-

ships. Moreover, they may al so be more con-
cerned than men about some other aspectsof a
lovereationship such aspracticadity (Hendrick
& Hendrick, 1992).

Thesocio-sexual variablesrelatedtothe
pattern of Javanese youth love styles

It was necessary to look at the young
Javanese peopl€e'sloveattitudesinrelationto
their socio-cultural background and socio-sexud
dimensions. Thisstudy examinesthe pattern of
youthlove stylesand itsrelationship with socio-
cultura varigblessuch asrdigiousity, lifestyledi-
mensionsincludingtheir levelsof socid activity
andlifestyletastes; and socio-sexud dimensions
which comprises sexua philosophiesand gen-
der attitudes, age of first dating and first sexual
intercourse.

Religiousity

In terms of religiousity, as Hendrick and
Hendrick (1986) arguesthat the morereligious
apersonismorelikely they areendorsing agape,
storge and pragma (the altruistic, sensibleand
practical love styles) (cited in Hendrick and
Hendrick, 1992). These subjectswereleast en-
dorsing of ludic and eros styles. It isconsistent
with the theory, in Javanese cases, the young
peoplewho areendorsing eroslove style, were
mostly lessreligiousthan thosewho areendors-
ing storgeand pragma. I nterestingly, the storgic
person has shown to be more religious than of
pragmatic lovers. The cornerstone of storgeisa
friendship, acompanionship, secure, trusting re-
lationshipwithapartner whoissimilarinterms
of attitudesand vaues, including spiritua aspects
(Hendrick & Hendrick, 1992). Thissimilarity in
attitudes, normsand vauesismoreimportant to
a storgic person than physical appearance or
sexud satisfaction becausethisorientationtolove
ismore likely to seek long-term commitment
rather than short-term excitement (Hendrick and
Hendrick, 1992).

General lifestyle tastes

InIndonesia, and of course, in Central Java
aswell, young peoplearefacing daily contact
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withthestimulusof explicit materia throughme-
diasuchasTV programs, movies, videos, maga-
zines, booksand internet. Thismassmediain-
troduces the audiences and readers to the sa-
lient landmarksof young people, in effect teach-
ing them how to transform themsal vesfrom ado-
lescentsinto proper adultsaccording to prevail-
ing cultural standards.

Inthisstudy, thelifestyletasteswere mea-
sured by theresponsesto six itemson the pref-
erencesintermsof clothes, foods, music, maga-
zinesnovels, andtelevision program and thefre-
guency in accessing the internet. Then, the
respondent’ spreferencesin lifestyletastewere
categorized asWestern or traditional taste. The
findings show that the mgjority of respondents
preferences were categorised as modern or
Western lifestyletastes (53% of maes and 61%
of females). Thisstudy also reveded that young
people who hold traditional tastes were more
endorsing of friendship-based style (the less
emotional of storge style), however, the practi-
cal of pragmawhich more congruent to tradi-
tional Javanese culturewas endorsed by some-
what moremodernyoung people. Likewise, eros
love style was mostly endorsed by the young
peopl e (both malesand femal es) who preferred
very Western lifestyle. Asmasscommunication
improves, and theworld becomes smaller and
smaller, awareness of and sensitivity towards
other cultural valuesbecomesincreasingly im-
portant for eroslovers; and crosscultural com-
parison can bevery illuminating (Hendrick and
Hendrick, 1992). Thus, it also occurred with
Javaneseeroslovers.

Self-esteem and Locus of control

The sourcesfor thedevel opment of self es-
teem of young peoplerest primarily inreflected
appraisal intermsof their competency and self
efficacy in comparisonwith those of their peers
inorder todiscerntheir level of worth (Hendry
L.Beta, 1993). Thestudy identified about one-
third of Javaneseyouth asexperiencingthemost
difficulty with self esteem (32 % of malesand
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36% of females). Young malestend to be more
experiencedin higher salf esteem thanthat of fe-
males (32 % of males and 24 % of females).
Moreover, the mgjority of them havefairly or
disadvantaged self esteem (36% of malesand
40% of females). When young peopleenter toa
new periodinthelifecourseit may chdlengethe
sdlf image, particularly individuals sdlf evalua-
tion, asthey attempt new tasksinwhich they can
succeed or fail, asthey value which areimpor-
tant for overall self esteem (Hendry L.B et dl,
1993). Inthe case of Indonesian youth and the
Javanese as well, such asthe threat of unem-
ployment or uncertainty of socio-economic con-
ditionsintheir futurelifeafter leavingtheir school-
age, perhaps may devel op unrealistic opinions
of their abilitiesand future prospects, resultingin
severedamageto self esteem when such hopes
collidewithreality (Hogg and Vaughan, 1995).
Ontheother hand, with maturation, young people
may also improvetheir interpersonal skillsand
may bemore capable of sdlecting romantic part-
nersand in the context of that do enhancetheir
sdf esteem.

AccordingtoHendrick & Hendrick, (1986)
and consistent withwhat Le€' stheory predicts
that people who are higher in self-esteem are
more endorsing of erosstyleand lessendorsing
of mania than are the other groups (cited in
Hendrick & Hendrick, 1992). Thesefindings
were cons stent with thosetheories, especidly in
female cases. Although thereisno statistically
significant association between persondity vari-
ables(sdlf esteem and locusof control) andlove
sylesvariable(P>0.05), however, therearesmdl
numerical associations between thesevariables
(seetable2). Thestudy reveaed that young fe-
males, who werehigher in salf esteemn (53%) and
had moreinternal locusof control, were more
endorsing of eros style. As Hendrick and
Hendrick, (1992) argued that eroslovers, which
weremost disclosingto alover, asagood com-
municator and dightly interested in seekingava
riety of sensory experiences, have higher self
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esteem and salf confidence. On the other hand,
the young maleswho were higher and good in
sdlf-esteem were more endorsing of storgeand
less endorsing of agape style compared to the
other groups. Interms of locus of control, the
study also demonstrated that young maleswho
were endorsing eros had more neutral locus of
control than the other groups. One possible ex-
planation of thesefindingsare presumably that
erotic malesof Javanese youth are moreinflu-
enced by their leve of socid interactionwith other
peoplerather thantheir personality traitssuch as
self esteern and locusof control. Itisnot surpris-
ing, Sncethemgority of young maeshad higher
level of socid activity thanthat of femaes. There-
fore, theinfluence of peer groupsto theyoung
malesishigher thanthat of their personality it-
sdlf. The concept of self in Javaneseyouth cul-
tureusualy includesother peoplesuch asfriends
and peer groups, perhapsismorerelevant with
thefindings (Samson, 1988; cited in Hendrick
and Hendrick, 1992).

Level of social activity/leisurebehaviour

Thisstudy alsoincludesaset of questions
onleisureactivitiesin order to measureand as-
sessany associ ation betweenthe pattern of youth

lovestylesand level of social activity. Leisure
behaviour or level of socid activity isanine-in-
dex variablewhich washypothesized ashaving
apositive associ ation with sexual behaviour and
influencing the pattern of love styles of young
people. Theindex itemswere selected to mea-
surerespondents’ involvement in activitiesto
places or environmentswhere sexual relation-
shipsarehighly likely to be contracted. These
environmentsincludevisitsto night clubs, stay
away overnight, engaging insmoking, drinking
acohal, drug, watching pornography and soforth.
Although the mgjority of Javaneseyouth show a
low leve of socid activity, whilst substantia pro-
portionsof theyoung malesand femal es (85%/
55%) have at sometime been watching pornog-
raphy and go to partiesin homes or boarding
houses (59%/58%) are much more common
setting for socia activity. Furthermore, compare
tofemaes, themgjority of maleshad higher leve
of socid activity.

The association between level of socid ac-
tivity and love stylesdemonstrated that young
males' level of social activity isnot satistically
associated with the pattern of love styles. But,
thenumerical association betweenthesevariables,

Table2. Crosstabulation between salf-esteem, locusof control and lovestyles(Maeand Female)

self esteem Eros  Pragma  Storge  Agape  Significant
Iale High & good 32 34 51 29
Fairly 37 39 35 a3 P=<0.05
Low and very low a1 27 14 28
=elf esteem Eros Pragma  Storgze  Agape
Female High & good 53 28 30 23
Fairly 24 37 37 2 n.s
Low and wery low 23 325 33 15
Locus of contrel Eros  Pragma  Storge  Agape
Iale Internal 17 24 24 23
Eoth Internal and external 7B 71 69 T F=0.05
External 5 5 7 0
Locus of control Etoz  Pragma  Storge Agape
Female Internal 24 26 13 2t
Both Internal and external 71 71 a1 82 n.s
External 5 3 f ]
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showsthedifferences. The study reveal ed that
young maeswithhighleve of socid activity were
more endorsing of eros (58%) and agape (52%)
love styles. Likewise, the young femaleswho
wereendorsing of eroshave also higher level of
social activity (48%) than the other groups (see
table 3). Thisresult fitsto erosloverswho were
most disclosingtoalover and wereableto dlicit
self-disclosure, have higher leve of socid activ-
ity. Thisfinding alsofitsto our image of an eros
asa‘gaul’ personwho hashigher ability incom-
munication with other people, particularly witha
lover (Hendrick & Hendrick, 1992).

Attitude to premarital sex and sexual
attitudes

Many studieshave been doneto assessthe
rel ationship between degree of permissiveness
of sexua sandardsand loveattitudes, beliefsand
experiencesduring dating rel ationships. Hendrick
and Hendrick (1987c) found that themoretimes
anindividual reported that sheor hehad beenin
love, themore permissivewere hisor her stan-
dards (cited in Sprecher, 1993). Intheir study
also found the degree of sexual permissiveness
wasrelated to different love styles (Sprecher,
1993). In Javanese youth culture, it wasfound
that an erotic person was more permissive to
premarital sex thanthat of other love stylesfor
both sexes (19% of malesand 28% of femal es).

Whereas, young peoplewith hold storge style
(thelove stylewhich representsmorereligious
individuas), have more negativeattitudesto pre-
marital sex (60% of malesand 71% of females).
Intermsof sexua attitudes, young peoplewith
erosstyle also tend to be moreliberal thanthe
others. Thesefindings show that 56 % of erotic
malesand 41 % of femaleswereendorsingin
liberal sexual philosophies. All associationsbe-
tween premarital sexud attitudes, overd| sexua
attitudesand the pattern of love stylesalsoindi-
cated statistically significant for both sexes(Chi-
sguaretest indicates p<0.05).

Attitudesto gender role, gender sexual-
ity and overall gender attitudes

Themgority of young maestendtobemore
conservativethan theyoung femalesin term of
gender attitudes. Thestudy also found that there
weredtatigticaly Sgnificant associationsbetween
attitudesto gender role, gender sexudity, overall
gender attitudes and the pattern of love styles
for both sexes. Although the associ ati on between
gender role and love stylesin mal e cases, was
not statistically sgnificant, (asthe Chi-squaretest
shows P>0.05), however, therewasasmall nu-
merical association between thesevariablesby
indicating young maeswithsorgelovestylehold
moreto egditarian gender rolethanthat of other
love styles. Gender differencesasoemerged on

Table3. Crosstabulation betweenleve of sociad activity and lovestyle (Maeand Female)

Level of social activity Eros Pragma  Storge bAoape
Wery high 29 21 13 26
Male High 39 27 23 26
Low 24 37 42 38
Very low 7 15 22 10
P=0.051z not significant 0.335
Level of social activity Eros Pragma  Storge boape
Wery high 24 2 0 0
Female High 24 12 3 0
Low 35 46 52 69
Very low 1% 40 45 a1

P=0.05 15 not significant 0.000
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all associations among these gender attitudes
variables. Young fema eswith erosor agapelove
styleswere more egalitarian, whereas, young
maleswho hold egdlitarian gender atitudeswere
morestorgic. Insum, itisimportant torealize
that gender attitudesare al soimportant variables
inthestudy of romantic relationships. Thestudy
indicatesthat malesand femaleswith different
gender attitudesdiffer in some of their attitudes
and behavioursinintimate rel ationships.

Premarital sexual experiences and
sexual lifestyles

Most peopleconsider sexud contactsor the
possibility of having sex asoneof theimportant
characteristics of romantic love, asthereisa
growing linkage between romantic love and
sexud expression. It followsthat our sexuad iden-
tity islinked inintimate wayswith our overall
sense of self-identity (Hendrick and Hendrick,

1992). InJavanese culture, presumably sucha
linkage of sexual expression with sense of self
doesn’t exist, sincethe persona expression es-
pecialy sexua expressiondirectly or openly is
impolite, embarrassng and aviolation of the pri-
vacy of others. But Javanese social normsare
only acceptablein sexual behaviour which oc-
curswithinthe context of acommittedloving re-
lationship (primarily marriagerdationship).

The study demonstrated that erotic males
tendto bemoresexually activeand identified as
more‘ gaul’ than the other groups (42% of eros),
whereas, erotic and agapic fema eswere more
sexually activeand identified as‘ gaul’ sexua
lifestyles compared to the other groups. These
resultswere consistent with theexisting litera-
turewhich stated that people who had beenin
lovelonger, more deeply were more passionate
and close and the characteristics of passionate

Table4. Cross-tabulationsbetween attitudeto premarital sex, sexud attitudesandlovestyle(Mde
and Female)
Attitude to premarital  Eros Pragma  Storge Agape  Significant
Iale sex
Disagree 27 39 &0 a5
Meutral 54 55 EX 56 P=0.05
Loree 19 & 7 10
Attitude to premarital Erosz Pragma  Storce Apgape
Female  sex
Disagree 29 a2 71 24
Meutral 41 38 29 39 P=0.05
Aoree 25 ] ] B
Sexual attitudes Eroz  Pragma Storce  Apcape
Ilale strongly restrictive 2 6 9 5
Eestrictive 7 18 24 18
Meutral 34 26 36 33 F=0.05
Liberal 24 35 22 31
Strongly likeral 32 15 9 13
mexual athtudes Eros  Pragma Storge  Apgape
Female  Strongly restrictive & 10 21 0
Eestrictive 12 26 29 8
Meutral 41 43 a2 69 F=0.05
Liberal 29 20 18 8
strongly liberal 12 1 2 15
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loversarethemost disclosingto alover, ableto
elicit self-disclosure, and higher leve of socia
activity (Hendrick and Hendrick, 1992). The
finding asofitstoourimageof anerosasa’ gaul’
person who hasahigher ability in communicat-
ing with other peopleincluding alover. All eros
loversareclustered around ‘ gaul’ and ‘interme-
diate sexud lifestyles. Thefindingsdsoreveded
that an erospersonwasmorepermissvein sexud
attitudes. They aremoreliberal, moreegalitar-
ian, lessrdigiousand individua swith moreposi-
tivesdf-images (especially infema e cases).
Age of first dating and love styles
Almost al of thesamplesinthisstudy have
ever experienced dating rel ationships (90% of
malesand 92% of females). The average age of
first dating for both sexes was 16 year. As
Sullivan (1953) and Erikson (1968) noted that
early romantic experiencesare believed to play
a central role in the development of the

adolescent’ssdlf identity (Cited in Montgomery
and Sorell, 1998). AsBrown (1999) arguesthat
thefirst phase of the devel opment of romantic
rel ationships on adolescent is characterised by
thenature of romantic activity (cited in Krenke,
2003). The early adolescent needsto become
reoriented to and reacquai nted with the oppo-
sitegender (cited in Krenke, 2003). Thebasic
objectivesareto broaden one' s self-concept and
to gain confidencein one's ability to relate to
potentia partnersinaromanticway. Therefore,
the concernismore on the development of self,
not on theromantic relationship itself (Krenke,
2003). In this case, most Javanese youth had
opportunitiesto devel op the concept of their salf
and capacity of intimacy through aromanticre-
lationshipinrelatively younger age.

The study wasasointerested in how age of
first dating and rel ationship experiencemight af -
fect anindividud’ sattitudeand feding about love.

Table5. Crosstabulation between premarital sexual experiences, sexual lifestylesand lovestyles

(Maeand Femae)
Liale Premarital sexual experience Eros Pragma  Storge bAoape
Ever 42 a2 13 18
Hewer BE: T af a2
P=0.05 1z not significant 0.06
Female Premarital sexual experience Erosz Pragma Storge Aoape
Ever 18 7 4 15
Hever 8a 93 45 85
P=0.05 18 not significant 0.8
Liale mexual lifestyles Eros Pragma  Storge boape
“Eurang gaul™/Traditicnal 12 a1 41 21
Intermediate 42 a2 27 47
" Gaul” 46 a7 22 32
P=0.05 1s not significant 0.07
Female Sexual lifestyles Eros Pragma  Storge bLgape
“Eurang gaul”/Traditicnal 24 29 46 15
Intermediate 41 48 ik 4
“ Gaul” 35 23 16 39

P=0051snotsignificant 0.221
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Thesefindings show that therewereno associa-
tionsbetweenthe age of first dating and the style
of love of young peoplefor both genders, since
Chi-sguaretest shows P>0.05. But in terms of
numerical associations, thisstudy also demon-
strated that young peoplewho had first dating
experiences before the age of 17 were more
endorsing of eros. Subsequently, Agapiclovers
tend to havefirgt dating experiencesat older age
(17-20 years) than that of other love styles. It
meansthe erotic young peopl e have devel oped
their self identity at younger agethan the other
groups.

Age of first intercourse and love styles

The pattern of level of sexua experienceof
thesampleisreatively low incomparisonto other
sexua cultureswith only 22 % of malesand 6 %
of femalesreporting having ever been engaged
inpremarital sexual intercourse. Intermsof age
of firstintercourse, themedian age of first inter-
course obtained was 19 years and the average
ageof first intercoursewasabout 18,5 yearsfor
malesand 19 yearsfor females. Themgjority of
young peoplewho are sexually active had en-
gagedtheir first sexud intercourseat fairly early
age (Under 21).

Inrelationtolovestyles, thestudy reveded
that young maeswho had engaged in premarital
sexual intercourse at the age of under eighteen
tend to be more erotic and pragmatic than the
other groups. However, storgic loverstendto
beengaged in premarital sex at fairly older age
than the others. Thefindingson female cases,
dthoughalittledifficult tointerpret Sncethecases
of each cell inthistablearevery small, seemed
toindicate the agapic persons have engagedin
first sexual intercourseat fairly older agethan
theothers.

DISCUSSION OF THE PATTERN OF
JAVANESEYOUTH LOVESTYLES
Theprocessof trangition to adulthood isone
of whichinvolvesnot only learning and gaining
experiences necessary for establishing an adult

lifein thefuture, but a so develop aspecia kind
of socia relationship beyond thefamily context
including specid kind of relationshipwith friends
of opposite sex asknown asloverelationship
(Podhisitaand Pattaravanich, 1995). Suchrela
tionship playsimportant rolesin shaping person-
ality, ideas, attitudes, behaviour of the young
people.

The study demonstrated that the mgjority of
young peopleendorsed firstly pragmaand sec-
ondly storge love styles. High endorsers of
pragmaappeared to be low in seeking experi-
encesbut higher in need for cognitive structure,
order and social recognition (Hendrick and
Hendrick, 1992). Itisvery logicthat the Javanese
young peoplewere somewhat more endorsing
of the practical, friendship-based styles of
pragmaand storge, thelovestylesthat areless
emotional than other stylesof love. Thelower
affect or emotionisfully consistent with Javanese
concept in gpproaching love, wherethe persona
expressionincluding theshow of emotioniscon-
sideredimpoliteand embarrassing. Thisculture
also hasagreater emphasisonthe‘group’ and
lessonthe‘sdlf’. AsMulder (1998) noted that
lifein Javanese society does not seemto leave
much roomfor individua expressions, including
loveand sexud expressions. Mulder (1998) dso
mentioned that theindividud in Javanese society
isconsidered to beanintegra part of thegroup.
Theindividual person fuseswith thegroup and
hismora taskinlifeistoredizethisfuson. The
fact that peopleareindividudly different, that they
havewills, specia qualities, opinionsand such
like, isa so acknowledged. But “thepointisto
exerciseall thesefor thegood of the encompass-
ing totality, such as self-realization “ ( Mulder,
1998: p.117).

Thetechnology of sdif in Easterntraditional
culturesincluding Javanese culture, in contrast
to the western concept of self, consistsin con-
templative activity, presumably in Javanese so-
ciety called“Mysticism” or “kebatinan” that is
the science of inner self, or “kejawen” or

1
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“Javanism”. “Thisisnot ardigiouscategory, but
refersto an ethic and astyle of lifethat isin-
spired by Javanese thinking” (Mulder, 1998
p.15). Thegpproach emphasizespre-existent self
that can be devel oped through passive activities
such as meditation and practice of “eling” or
“rememberance” or “prihatin” or “beaware of
potential hardships’. From aJavanese point a
view, the sdf, thebody and persona ambitions
and desires should berestrained and controlled
over or to be unselfish or “ sepi ing pamrih”

and keeping good relationshipswith others. By
practicing thisconcept, it was expected to pro-
duce a benevolent attitude towards others
(Mulder, 1998).

Themore pragmaticlove stylein Javanese
youth, wasa so presented in the qualitative data
(primarily FGD and case studies). The data
showsthat young people had somecriteriain
sdlectingtheir ownidea partners. Asked to de-
scribetheir ided partners, many participants, for
example, Heni (onefemaeparticipantinanin-
depth interview), said that her ideal partner
would be someonewho hasabright future:

My criterias in looking for a boy-friend
arethat he must be physically attractive,
handsome, clever, tall and smart. He is
the one who can love me deeply and re-
spect me highly, sensual, knowing well of
my desires and my world, under standing
my activities, loyal and lovable. In addi-
tion to those criteria, his family should
beinaprominent level to the standard of
society and behave as society expects. At
least, at the samelevel asmy self’ and he
could give a guaranteeto a happy family
life, a bright future living in a harmoni-
ous family. (Henni, female student, age
20)

Similar criteriain selecting apartner a'so
demongtrated by Andri (female) commented on
theright that she had to choose a partner who
providesher an assurance of agood futurelife:
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| have some criteria in selecting a boy
friend, | prefer abright skinned man, tall
and smart, good future, comefroma good
family (not broken homefamily), the same
level of socio-economic status. Because
my mother alwaysreminds methat | have
to look for partner who gives me an as-
surance of a good future especially in
terms of economical and social status.
(Andri, female student, age 20)

Clearly, thesetwo examplesindicated that
young Javanese femal esweremore pragmetic.
It was not surprising, when theyoung female
consderedthelikely socia and economic posi-
tion of peopleintheir society whoisprimarily
Javanese. Presumably, the social and economic
position of apartner remains highly valued by
Javanese society and isoften used tojudgethe
successof ayoung female'slife. Associologica
approach suggeststhat loveisasocial product
and culturally transmitted by imitating what they
have seen their parentsor othersdo or may be
by adirect instruction from their parentswhat
they haveto do (Hendrick and Hendrick, 1992).

The study also demonstrated the patterns
of female Javaneseyouth love styles, which are
indicated that they hold more than onetype of
love styles, presumably in these cases, areeros
and pragma styles. According to Lee’s
conceptualization of love, peoplearelikely to
endorse one or two love stylesmore strongly,
noneof ushasan unidimensiona way of loving,
and our waysof loving arelikely to changeasa
function of time, age, developmenta stage, rela-
tionship stage and so forth (Hendrick and
Hendrick, 1992).

Storgeisone of thelove styleswhich ad-
hered to the second mgjority of Javaneseyoung
females. Storgelove stylewhichischaracterised
by taking along timegrowing intoloveand does
not moveessily from onereationshipto another;
wasmoreendorsed by young femalesthanmales.
The situation described by onefemale partici-
pant inthe case study perhapsindicated that she
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wasastorgic person:

My current boyfriend ismy seriousone. |
have had this relationship for more than
two years since | was in the second se-
mester. He is my classmate. At that time
we did not have a partner either. He of-
ten went to my boarding house and spoke
about hisproblemsfreely. Wejust became
friend at first, but then we made a date. |
liked him because he is honest, open to
me and cares. (Ika, female student, age
20)

Aswe noted earlier, the quantitative data
showsthat there are somewhat gender differ-
encesin various closerelationship behaviours
including romanticloverdationshipsin Javanese
youth. Males aretypically more oriented to a
femae' sphysica appearance, whereas, women
aremorelikely to be concerned with apartner’s
economic resources and power (e.g., Kenrick
and Trogt, 1989; cited in Hendrick and Hendrick,
1992). Although pragmaand storge arethe ma-
jority of Javaneseyouth’slove stylesfor both
sexes, but thereisadlightly greater proportion
of erotic malesthan of females. Thesefindings
dsofitwiththequditativefindings(especidly case
studies), which show the stereotypesabout what
Javanese young females and males seek in a
potential love (and marriage) partner. A male
participant in one of the case studies describes
hiscriteriain choosing potential loveand mar-

riagepartners.

| aminterestedinagirl whoissweet and
good looking; she doesn't need to bevery
beautiful because a girl like that makes
me bored easily. She should be tall and
moreimportantly, caring. She should be
educated just like me, so that we would
be able to have a nice conversation.
(Koko, male student, age 23)

Inmorerecent times, actualy young people

in Central Javahave been freeto choosetheir
own partners, but sometimeswith parentsalso
taking akeeninterestintheir choice. Itisindi-
cated by one mal e participant in the case study
mentioned how hismother concernsabout his
choice.

When selecting a girlfriend, | have some
criteria, such asfair or bright skin, tall,
long and straight hair, caring and faith-
ful. My mother always suggests meto not
find agirl friend that is not Javanese be-
cause of the different culture it could
make it difficult to adapt between us.
(Yoyok, male student, age 20)

Severa authorsarguethat the ability toex-
perienceromanticloverequiresaprior sense of
sdf asadistinct individua agent (Hendrick and
Hendrick, 1992). As Solomon (1981) stated that
romanticloveisarecent cultural invention and
possibleonly inasociety that strongly empha-
szesindividudity and sdif identity, dongwiththe
associ ated concepts of independence and socia
mobility (Hendrick and Hendrick, 1992). Insuch
society, with “atomisticindividuals’” such asin
Western, “romanticlove can be thought of func-
tiona asan attachment deviceto pursuethe per-
sonal and sexual fulfilment within marriage”
(Elliott, 2005: p.38) that brings peopletogether
into mating pairs (Hendrick and Hendrick,
1992). In Javanese society, romanticloveisal-
wayscarried out with referenceto thereactions
of othersincluding parentsand peer groups. The
individualism and self identity in Javanese soci-
ety arethought to be characterised by collectiv-
ism, but the collectivisminthissociety isempha
sized moreon thefamily life centresor onthe
nuclear family or with parentsand their offspring
only. Perhapsitissomewhat similar towhat we
find in most of the Western world as well
(Mulder, 1998).

Parentsin Javanese society are placed in
superior moral positions and have the duty to
carefor their children from birth until they are
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married. Parentsarea so asasource of blessing
and askingfor forgivenessof their children. Chil-
drenin Javanese society should pay homage or
“berbakti” and provideagood servicetotheir
parentsasthisbehaviour isinterpreted aspart of
ardigiousactivity. Therefore, asrepresentatives
of lifeanditsorder, parentsare entitled to the
highest honour. In Javanesebeliefs, respecting
parentsispart of areligiousact, soitisvery sin-
ful if thechildren do not honour and accept their
adviceincluding adviceon selectingamarriage
partner. Theact of givingin, or being obedient
especially tother parentsiswidely praised and
asoneof theideal human virtues. Thechildis
considered good, and will be successful inhis
futurecareer andlife, when they are”“ manut” to
their superiors/d dersespecially parents, because
obedienceisconsderedto beavery useful qual-
ity. Improper behaviour of young peopletowhom
Javanese consider senior such as parents may
have serious consequencesin that one may be-
come subject to repercussion, not necessarily
because of supranatural power of the persons
who wereimproperly treated but because some
kind of natura law or forcewhich Javanese be-
lieved call ‘kualat’ (Koentjaraningrat, 1994).
Male participant of the case studies expressed
hisfeelingsintermsof being “manut” totheir
mothersasfollows

Everytimel go hometo my country side,
my mother alwaysremindsme*“ don't do
anything too far whiledating”. However |
often do makelovewith my girlfriend, soll
fed | havecheated my parents, | do not obey
my mother’ smessages, that’swhy I'mquite
worried if anything happensto us (preg-
nancy)”. (Yoyok, Male student, age 20)

In the case of Javanese young people
today areallowed to exploretheir own choices,
and the parentshave only encouraged themwhen
their choice leads them to socially approved
behaviour. Recently, boysaswell asgirlshave
reached ahigher level of education. They have
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been exposed to popular mediaimagesand other
form of globalization that haveled to different
apirationsand va uescompared to those of their
parentsor grandparents. Therefore, thearranged
marriage by parents must have declined consid-
erably in urban aswell asrural communities.
Young men and women today increasingly have
thefreedom to choosetheir own romantic love
partner, eventhough they still haveto ask their
parents approval, when they planto marry their
potential spouse. Formally, it still remainsthe
parents’ decision, but in most cases parentsdo
not object to their children’schoice. Inthe case
of aserious conflict between parentsand their
children, however, it occursvery rarely, because
“parentsrefuseto recognizethemarriage, which
may resultintherepudiation of that son or daugh-
ter” (Koentjaraningrat, 1994 p. 126).
Themeaning and function of love, and how
it ischannelled are shaped by culture. In con-
temporary Javanese culture, young peoplefal in
lovewith each other for astablerelationship to-
wardsmarriage. Itisuseful to explorethediver-
sity of Javaneseyouthlove stylesintermsof a
broader socio-cultural devel opment in Central
Java. Asthepattern of love stylesindicatesyoung
peoplewho endorsed pragmaare characterised
by somewhat low leve of socid activity, ambiva
lent attitudesto premarital sex, small proportion
who had experienced premarital sex, and am-
bivaent gender attitudes. Not surprisingly, Storge
loverswereidentified asvery religiouspeople,
very traditional tastes, with negative attitude to
premarital sex and retrictivesexud atitudes, low
level of socid activity and categorised as* kurang
gaul” persons. In contrast, young peoplewho
arelessrdigious, very Western tastes, positive
attitudesto premarita sex, strongly liberal atti-
tudes, very highleve of socid activity, beeniden-
tified as" gaul” sexual lifestylesand half propor-
tion of them had experienced premarital sex,
were more endorsing of eroslove style. These
findings cons stent with thelifestylefindingsin
chapter seven explained that the majority of



Jurnal Promosi Kesehatan Indonesia \Vol. 4/ No. 1/ Januari 2009

Javaneseyouth hold traditional sexud lifestyles,
and with respect to love style pattern were rep-
resented by pragmaand storgelove styles. More-
over, adlightly greater proportion of erosand
agape malelove stylesadhereto more modern
sexud lifegtyles.

The conception of love frequently views
commitment asapart of love. Commitment can
best bethought of asrepresenting adecisionto
betogether and al so asacognitive component.
From theoretical perspective developed by
Johnson (1985) pointed out that commitment can
bedivided into two types; firstispersonal com-
mitment to the partner and the relationship, and
second, structural commitment which may be
induced by congtraintsexternal to therelation-
ship (Citedin Cateand L1oyd, 1992). For young
Javanese people, aromanticlovereationshipis
best exemplified by apersona commitment that
can be one of themost exciting partsof life be-
causeit isconsidered within the quite serious
context of relationship for their futurelives. As
described by some participantsin focusgroup
discusson:

For me, | would rather have a serious

relationship, not a wasting one.(Fahmi,

age 23)

Having relationshipsjust for funiswaste-
ful. 1 have lots of thingsto consider such
as wasting time, money and everything.
My purposeto havealoverelationshipis
to develop a serious relationship for my
future or marriage. (Inung, age 20)

Some participantsinthese casestudiesaso
mentioned that most of them preferred to have
seriousor committed rel ationshipsrather thanjust
for enjoyment without any seriousintent. Taufik
and Koko (the participantsin these case stud-
1es) expressed their attitudestowardsloverela-
tionshipsasfollows:

| amalways seriousin developing alove
relationship; | ama person who does not

like having relationships just for fun. |
don't want to be disappointed anymore
by girls like when | was in senior high
school. Now, | amin a serious relation-
ship. (Taufik, age 20)

Actually I am always serious when dat-
ing someone. But because we quarrelled
and argued a lot due to misunder stand-
ings between us, we broke up. My present
girl friend is a student at the Faculty of
Fisher. We have been dating for more
than six months. | am very seriousand |
hope thisisthe last one. (Koko, age 22)

Thisstudy suggeststhat personal commit-
ment isan important e ement in the stability of
premarital relationshipsin Javaneseyouth. Logi-
cdly, thecommitment induced by persond dedi-
cation to remain would have more positive con-
sequencesfor theindividua and there ationship
than structural commitment (Cate and Lloyd,
1992).

Exploration of loveattitudeswith respect to
the concept of self leadsto someinterestingin-
sghtsparticularly intermsof sdlf disclosure. The
concept of salf suggeststhat the growth of love
dependson opening up and disclosinginner area
of privacy (Hendrick and Hendrick, 1992). Such
mutual disclosures between coupleswho define
themsalvesasinlovewill lead to beameshing of
their inner selvesand beginto mergetoformas
one corporate entity whichislabelled “we’; in
sociologica term called asthe cregtion of anew
society of two people (Hendrick and Hendrick,
1992). Sdif disclosureworksnot only asmutual
talk; but also discloseintermsof theimmediacy
of physical contact including the possibility of
sexual contact whichisoften believed asone of
theimportant characteristics of romanticlove
(Hendrick and Hendrick, 1992).

Inthe case of Javaneseyouth, with respect
tothelove styles, young peoplewho endorsed
erosstyledefinitely weremost disclosngtotheir
partner and were ableto elicit self disclosure,
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becausetheimage of erosloversarethe people
who had ahigher ability to communicateinti-
mately with alove partner including sexual in-
volvement. Thefindingsof the study alsoindi-
cated erotic Javanese youths are characterised
as“gaul” peoplewithavery highleve of socia
activities, very modern and Western life styles.
Althoughthey had more positiveattitudesto pre-
marital sex, adhered to liberal sexual attitudes
and half of them are sexually experienced, but
they were not promiscuous. Eroslovestyleis
still somewhat appropriateto the concept of the
Javanese cultureto lovewhere the promi scuous
behaviour issocialy unacceptableand aserious
romantic relationshipishighly vaued.

Regarding to theyoung peoplelifestyles, a
“gaul” personwith the characteristics of anex-
trovert person with having many friendsin an
activesocid lifeand moreopento global socia
trendsand currents; aremore endorsingin eros
lovestyles. Wheress, pragmaand storge, thelove
styleswhich are more practical and friendship
based relationships and characterised by low
emotiond, highcommitment, and very dow mov-
ingindeveloping astablere ationship, wereen-
dorsed by themgjority of young people. Pragma
and storge which are often endorsed by tradi-
tional young people, were very suitable to
Javanese approachtolove.

Besides childhood rel ationship experiences
and theinfluences of Javanese culture and soci-
ety (including peersand friends), the messages
fromvariousmassmediaa so playsamgor role
intheformation of young peopl€e' ssalf identity.
Javanese youth whileholding avariety of love
styles perhapsare not exposed to asingletype
of messagewhat loveis supposed to look like
andfed like, such asmessagesfrom parentsor
thecultureitsdf, but they also receiveinforma
tion from several channelsand friends. These
messages could influence the young people’s
orientationtolovein order to select apotential
partner with whom they haveto bond. Young
peoplewho primarily expressan eroslovestyle,
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probably weremoreinterndized to theva uesof
modern normswhich perhaps comesfrom the
blatant portrayals of sex in movies, television
soaps, and tabloid newspapers or may be re-
flected by those people whose economic and
socia security wasmost assured and least likely
to be affected by the status of the partner cho-
sen (Sprecher and Metts, 1989; cited in Mont-
gomery and Sorell, 1998). Furthermore, prag-
matic and storgic peopleweremoreinternaized
by the values of traditional Javanese normsin
termsof approachinglovewhicharelikely tobe
concerned at apartner’seconomic resourcesand
socid position.

Intermsof the connection betweenlove
and sex, some people can argue and discussthat
love and sex are not automatically linked. Sex
withinthe context of love makesthe experience
deeply persond becauseit joinstwo peopleand
yields both pleasure and meaning. In Javanese
youth, sex within the context of aromanticrela-
tionship, not only meansadeeply personal ex-
perience, but aso acommitment that wasdevel -
opedinaromanticlovereationshipwhich hasa
specid purposefor their futurelifeincluding mar-
riage. More abstractly, love with sex can bea
form of communion, or communication, inalan-
guagethat isdifferent from and beyond words
which seemsto require along term dependency
(Hendrick and Hendrick, 1992).

CONCLUTION

It seemsclear that several theoretical ap-
proaches have highlighted the nature of devel-
opment of romantic love and thosefactors con-
tributetoit. Evolutionary framework and socio-
logical approach to love may work together
withinthediaectica natureof humanlifeinclud-
ing Javanese cases.
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