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Dear Dr. Meira Erawati,
I am pleased to submit our manuscript entitled "Path Analysis Modeling of Impaired Well-being in Advanced Cancer Patients Undergoing Chemotherapy" for consideration as an original research article in the Nurse Media Journal of Nursing. We structured this manuscript according to the Strengthening the Reporting of Observational Studies in Epidemiology (STROBE) Statement: guidelines for reporting observational studies.
This study presents a novel explanatory model of causal pathways among eight key symptoms—pain, fatigue, nausea, shortness of breath, drowsiness, loss of appetite, depression, and anxiety—and their direct and indirect effects on impaired well-being in 500 advanced cancer patients receiving chemotherapy. Notably, loss of appetite, depression, and shortness of breath exerted the strongest direct impact, while other symptoms influenced well-being indirectly through appetite loss. These findings extend our understanding beyond descriptive symptom reporting, providing a clear framework of how multi-dimensional symptom interactions affect patient well-being.
The model has immediate clinical relevance, offering nurses and multidisciplinary teams an evidence-based tool to design interventions that address both direct and indirect contributors to impaired well-being, ultimately improving functional outcomes. By highlighting the complex interplay of symptoms, this research supports comprehensive symptom management strategies and advances nursing practice in oncology care.
On behalf of all authors, I confirm that the manuscript has been reviewed and approved. The corresponding author for all communications regarding this manuscript is Assoc. Prof. Dr. Intira Pakanta (Email: Intira2515@gmail.com, Tel: +66 81 546 0696). This work has not been published previously, is not under consideration elsewhere, and there are no conflicts of interest. We greatly appreciate your consideration and hope our study may contribute to the scholarship and practice in nursing care.
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Assoc. Prof. Dr. Thidarat Khamboon, PhD, MSN, RN
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Naresuan University

