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A B S T R A C T  

Osing is a language spoken by the majority of people in Banyuwangi, East 

Java. However, there is obscurity on its status whether it is considered as one 

of the Javanese dialects or as an independent language originated in Java. 

Some noted that the Osing is another version of Javanese, while the people 

living in the Banyuwangi Region regard the Osing as a distinct identity that 

differentiates it from the rest of the Javanese speaking regions in Central and 

East Java. Hence, this research aims to provide linguistic evidence on the 

lexical differences between the Osing and Malang Javanese. The research is 

significant because there is no previous research that provides linguistic 

evidence on the differences between the Osing and other Javanese dialects. 

Data of this study was obtained through eliciting the production of the basic 

vocabulary of the Osing and Malang Javanese speakers. The findings of the 

research provide evidence to the observation of previous linguists in that the 

Osing is not a linguistically separate language of Javanese. 

 

A R T I C L E  I N F O  

 

 

 

 

 

1. Introduction 

Osing is a language spoken by 300.000 people in Banyuwangi (Eberhard, David M., Gary F. Simons, 

2019). Sariono (2007) claims that Osing is spoken by 823.600 people in Banyuwangi or 58% of the total 

residents of the region. However, Anderbeck, (2015) poses a question of whether Osing should be considered 
as a distinct language or merely a dialect of Javanese. The language is highly regarded by the people living in 

the Banyuwangi region as a distinct identity that differentiates them from the rest of the Javanese speaking 

regions in Central and East Java. Arps (2009) noted that the Osing language was taught in primary schools 

since 1996 and in 2003 was established as a local content. However, Tyasari et al (2017) reported that many 
junior high schools in Banyuwangi stopped teaching Osing since the implementation of the 2013 curriculum. 

The curriculum required all teachers to be certified according to the expertise indicated by their university 

degrees. No Osing teachers were eligible for the certification because there is no university offering degrees in 
Osing language up to now. Nevertheless, Wittke (2019) indicated that Osing was still taught in 25 districts in 

Banyuwangi alongside Javanese and Indonesian in 2017.

Despite the arguments on the identity of Osing, not much has been done to define whether Osing is an 
independent language or a dialect of Javanese. Dutch linguist Van der Tuuk (in Arps, 2009) claimed in 1870 

that Osing is a Javanese dialect which he called ‘Balambangansch` Javaansch’. Natadiningrat, a Banyuwangi 

regent from Malang in 1912, remarked that Osing was a form of Javanese with old-fashioned vocabularies 

(Arps, 2009). On the other hand, Oakes (in Comrie, 2017) claimed that Osing is a separate language like 
Madurese and Balinese.  
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This ongoing debate on Osing has hindered efforts to build a complete map of the languages of Java 

and confused linguists, students, and language policy makers from both local and central governments. 
Therefore, the research aims to perform a contrastive study between Osing and Malang Javanese. Malang 

Javanese (MJ) was chosen to represent East Java dialect since Malang is the second largest city in East Java. 

Moreover, the East Java dialect speaking region is closer to Banyuwangi than the Central Java dialect 

speaking region. The contrastive study was used to determine whether Osing is a separate language or a 
dialect of Javanese.   

 Ayatrohaedi (1983) explains about how to determine the status of a language with the following 

formula:  
𝑠 𝑥 100

𝑛
 = 𝑑 

s: the sum of differences 

n: the number of the basic vocabulary 

d: the percentage of the differences 

Lauder (1993) further explains the result of d obtained which indicates a percentage range of the 

differences as follows: (1) if the percentage of differences shown is 70-100%, then it indicates two different 
languages, (2) if the percentage of differences shown is 51-69%, it reflects different dialects of a language, (3) 

if the percentage of differences shown is 41-50%, it indicates a sub-dialects of a dialect, and (4) if the 

percentage of differences shown is 31-40%, it indicates differences only in speech. This formula was used in 
this study to see Osing's linguistic status by comparing it to MJ. 

The objective of the research is to fill the gap left by previous research namely by Arps (2009, 2010) 

which claimed that Osing is a separate language based on sociocultural evidence only. The current research 
provides linguistic evidence on whether Osing is a dialect or a language which completes the sociocultural 

evidence presented by Arps (2009, 2010). Moreover, the research is significant because there is no previous 

research which provides a linguistic evidence on the differences between Osing and Malang Javanese. Wittke 

(2019) looks into the emergence of Osing identity in Banyuwangi. On the other hand, Asrumi et al (2014) 
studies semantic relation of DE nominal, DE verbal, and DE adjectival verbs with other arguments in the 

Osing language.  

2. Research Methods  

The Osing data were collected in two sub-districts, namely Banyuwangi sub-district and Glagah sub-
district in Banyuwangi Regency on August 26th-28th, 2019 while the MJ data were collected in Malang City 
(Merjosari and Sukun) and Malang Regency (Sumberpucung) on August 29th – 31st, 2019. The native speakers 

were chosen based on purposive sampling according to the goals of the research (Creswell, 2015). Therefore, 

three respondents were chosen from each of the languages using the following criteria: (1) a native speaker of 

Osing or MJ, (2) aged between 20 to 60 years old, (3) born and stayed in Osing and MJ speaking regions most 
of their life, (4) able to speak Bahasa Indonesia (having good and functioning speech organs), and (5) able to 

read and write. The selection of the informants was based on the definition of native speakers which states that 

native speakers are people who acquired a first language and use it in their daily interaction (Field, 2011; 
Kirkpatrick, 2007). The data of the respondents are displayed in Table 1. 

Table 1. Data of the Respondents 

No. Initials of the Respondent Age Origin 

1.  WR/ Osing Respondent 1 53 Singotrunan, Banyuwangi 
2.  YO/ Osing Respondent 2 40 Kemiren, Glagah, Banyuwangi 
3.  CW/ Osing Respondent 3 51 Kepatihan, Banyuwangi 
4.  HY/ Malang Respondent 1 28 Merjosari, Malang City 

5.  ARH/ Malang Respondent 2 30 Kelurahan Kebonsari, Sukun, Malang City 
6.  VY/ Malang Respondent 3 20 Jatiguwi, Sumberpucung, Malang Regency 

On the other hand, the basic vocabulary was collected by using a Swadesh list adapted to the East 
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Java regions. The Swadesh list consists of 208 words. The vocabulary was then analyzed to answer the 

research questions: (1) What kind of differences can be found in the basic vocabulary of Osing and Malang 
Javanese (MJ)? (2) Are the differences significant to indicate that Osing is a separate language from Javanese? 

The authors were aware of the shortcomings of the Swadesh list as pointed out by Shryock & Smail 

(2012: 109) that the Swadesh list was not resistant to borrowings resulted from language contacts. This was 

against the basic idea of Morris Swadesh who created Swadesh list as an inner core of a language unaffected 
by changes normally happened to natural languages.  Nevertheless, the authors decided to use the Swadesh list 

based on the argument proposed by Prevot et al (2006:326) which indicated that the list is still preferable to 

look into differences between forms of language because it constitutes of applicative core lexicon of a 
language and represented human experience in a spoken language context. 

Moreover, data of the basic vocabulary is presented in IPA (International Phonetics Alphabet) to 

better show the phonetic differences between Osing and MJ. The phonetic differences are important to draw a 
conclusion on the differences between Osing and MJ’s basic vocabularies. 

3. Results and Discussion 

This sub chapter discusses the results of the research and the discussion on the significance of the 

research in comparison with previous research in the same field. The authors found the following types upon 
comparing the basic vocabulary of Osing and MJ.  

Table 2 Types of Basic Words 
Type 1 : This type belongs to basic words of Osing that are distinct to those of MJ. 

Type 2 : The members of this type consist of two words, with one different word and the other one similar in Osing 
and MJ. 

Type 3 : The words that belong to this list are similar in forms in Osing and MJ with noticeable sound variation in 
Osing. 

Type 4 : The words that belong to this list are identical in Osing and MJ. 

The type 1 of the basic words consists of 48 words in Osing that are distinct from MJ. 

Table 3. Type 1 of Basic Words 

No. Osing Malang Javanese Gloss 

1.  [isʊn] [aku], [awaɁku] I 
2.  [rikɔ] [awaɁmu], [sampean], [kɔn] you 
3.  [jane], [ijane] [arɛɁe], [dɛɁe] he/she 

4.  [isʊn], [hɔn] [awaɁ dewe], [awaɁe]. we (exclusive and inclusive) 
5.  [jane kabjɛh], [jane], [ijane]  [wɔŋ wɔŋ iku], [arɛɁ arɛɁ] they 
6.  [paran] [ɔpɔ] what 
7.  [kələndaj], [kələndi] [jɔɁɔpɔ] how 
8.  [ɔsıŋ] [ora] no 
9.  [wɛrɔh], [wɛrɔʔ], [wɛrɔ] [ɔmbɔ] wide 
10.  [gəriŋ] [kuru] thin 
11.  [əmbɔʔ] [wɔŋ wedɔɁ], [wedɔɁ] woman 

12.   [kakaŋ] [wɔŋ lanaŋ], [lanaŋ] man 
13.  [lare] [arɛɁ], [anaɁ] child 
14.  [rabi] [bodʒo], [bodʒo wedɔɁ]. wife 
15.  [laki] [bodʒo], [bodʒo lanaŋ] husband 
16.  [maʔ], [əmaʔ] [ibu], [ibuɁ] mother 
17.  [asu] [kerɛɁ] dog 
18.  [rɛntʃɛʔ] [puklɛɁan] branch 
19.  [ləmɔn], [ləmaɁ] [gadʒIh] fat (of animal) 
20.   [bɔjɔʔ] [gəgər] back (bodypart) 

21.  [madjaŋ] [maŋan] to eat 
22.  [ɲəbʊl] [ɲəmprɔŋ] to blow 
23.  [padu], [tʊkaran] [gəlʊt] to have a brawl 
24.  [ŋantəm] [ŋəplaɁ], [ŋgəpʊɁ] to hit 
25.  [ndʒugɛri], [ndʒugɛr] [ŋədʊɁ], [ndudʊɁ]. to dig 
26.  [turu turuwan], [lumah] [lɛjɛh lɛjɛh],[lɛjɛhan] to lie down 
27.  [bɛlɔʔ] [mɛŋgɔɁ]. to turn 
28.  [ŋuwɛni] [ŋəkɛɁi] to give 

29.  [ŋusut] [ŋəlap] to wipe/ to dry off 
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30.  [gəndiŋan] [ɲaɲi] to sing 
31.  [məməŋan] [dulinan], [dulIn] to play 
32.  [danaw] [wadʊʔ] lake 
33.  [pasir] [wədi] sand 
34.  [ləbaw], [ləbu] [blədʊg] dust 

35.  [mɛgɔ] [awan] cloud 
36.  [tʃəməŋ] [irəŋ] black 
37.  [rainɔ] [awan] day 
38.  [batʃin], [bjatʃin] [bɔsɔʔ] rotten 
39.  [kɔtɔr] [rusuh], [rəgət] dirty 
40.  [gəbluk], [gəbluʔ] [kəʈʊl] dull [knife] 
41.  [kəpʊs] [tələs], [dʒəmɛ ʔ] wet 

42.  [parəʔ] [cədəʔ] close 
43.  [nɪŋ], [naŋ] [ndɪɁ] at 
44.  [ambi] [karo], [barəŋ], [ambɛɁ]. with 
45.  [lan] [ambɛɁ], [karo] and 
46.  [nawaj] [lɛɁ] if 
47.  [mərgɔ] [polahe], [soale] because 
48.  [aran] [dʒənəŋ] name 

It can be observed from Table 3 that there are 48 words in Osing that are distinct from those of MJ.  

These include 5 personal pronouns  (I, you, he/she, we, they), 11 verbs (to eat, to blow, to have a brawl, to hit, 

to dig, to lie down, to turn, to give, to wipe/ to dry off, to sing, to play), 8 function words (no, at, with, and, if, 

what, how, because), 8 adjectives (wide, thin, black, rotten, dirty, dull, wet, close), 6 human and kinship terms 
(woman, man, child, wife, husband, mother), 4 nature terms (lake, sand, dust, cloud), 2 flora and fauna terms 

(dog, branch), 2 body parts (fat, back), and 2 other nouns (day, name). It can be concluded that Osing basic 

words that are distinct from MJ are 23 % (48 out of 208 words) of the whole data.  
The type 2 of the basic words consists of 5 phrases with two words. One of the words is different in 

Osing and MJ and the other is similar. 

Table 4 Type 2 of Basic Words 

No. Osing Malang Javanese Gloss 

1. [rikɔ kabjɛh], [rikɔ kabɛh] [kɔən kabɛh], [awaɁmu kabɛh] you all 
2. [nɪŋ kene], [nɔŋ keneʔ], [naŋ kene] [ndɛɁ kene] here 

3. [nɪŋ kɔnɔ], [nɔŋ kɔnɔʔ], [naŋ kɔnɔʔ] [ndɛɁ kɔnɔ] there 
4. [nɪŋ əndaj], [nɔŋ əndaj], [naŋ əndi] [ndɛɁ əndi] where 
5. [nɪŋ ndʒəro], [naŋ ndʒəro], [ndɛɁ ndʒəro] inside 

It can be concluded that Type 2 comprises 2,4 % of the whole data (5 out of 208). It can also be 

observed from table 4 that type 2 consists of 4 place deixes (here, there, where, inside) and 1 personal pronoun 

(you all). Each of the place deixes consists of a preposition and one adverb of place. The Osing prepositions 
are distinct from MJs. In contrast, the adverbs of place in Osing are similar to those of MJ. This can be seen in 

table 5. 

Table 5. Prepositions and Adverbs of Place of Type 2 

 Osing MJ Gloss 

Prepositions [nɪŋ], [nɔŋ], [naŋ] [ndɛɁ] in, at 

Adverbs of place 

[kene] [kene] here 
[kɔnɔ] [kɔnɔ] there 
[əndi] [əndi] where 

[ndʒəro] [ndʒəro] inside 

 

It can be seen from table 5 that Osing has three variations for preposition which indicate in or at. The 

variations all have an alveolar nasal [n] as an onset and a velar nasal [ŋ] as a coda. The variation lies on the 
nucleus, since the preposition can have either vowel [ɪ], [ɔ], or [a]. On the other hand, the adverbs of place are 

identical in Osing and MJ. 

There are 47 basic words which belong to type 3 or 23% of the data. In type 3, the words in Osing are 

similar to those of MJ but they show noticeable sound variation. This can be seen in table 6. 
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Table 6. Type 3 of Basic Words 

No. Osing Malang Javanese Gloss 

1.  [ikaj] [iki] this 

2.  [ikaw] [iku] that 
3.  [duduʔ] [guduɁ] not (noun) 
4.  [kabjɛh] [kabɛh] all 
5.  [wakɛh] [akɛh] many 
6.  [wakɛh] [akɛh] a few 
7.  [siʈiʔ] [ʈiʈiɁ] a little 
8.  [sidʒaj] [sidʒi] one 
9.  [loroʔ] [loro] two 

10.  [təlaw] [təlu] three 
11.  [limɔʔ] [limɔ] five 
12.  [pitaw] [pitu] seven 
13.  [wɔlaw], [wɔlɔw] [wɔlu] eight 
14.  [sɔŋɔʔ] [sɔŋɔ] nine 
15.  [gədaj] [gəde] big 
16.  [dɔwɔʔ] [dɔwɔ] long 
17.  [abwɔt] [abɔt] heavy 

18.  [bjapaʔ] [bapaɁ] father 
19.  [iwjaʔ] [iwaɁ] fish 
20.  [tumɔʔ] [tumɔ] loose 
21.  [kəmbjaŋ] [kəmbaŋ] flower 
22.  [kolɪt] [kulIt] skin 
23.  [iljat] [ilat] tongue 
24.  [sriwaj], [sriwi] suwiwi wing 
25.  [osʊs], [otʃʊs] [usʊs] intestine 

26.  [gəmujaw] [gəmuju] to laugh 
27.  [ndələŋ] [ndəlɔɁ] to see 
28.  [mərui], [ŋərui] [ərʊh], [wərʊh] to know 
29.  [wədaj] [wədi] scared 
30.  [turaw] [tʊrʊ] to sleep 
31.  [orıp] [urıp] to live 
32.  [ŋgɔlɛt] [ŋgɔlɛɁ] to hunt 
33.  [mlakaw] [mlaku] to walk 
34.  [ŋumbjah] [ŋumbah] to wash 

35.  [mbuwjaŋ] [mbuaɁ] to throw away 
36.  [ŋambjaŋ] [ŋambaŋ] to float 
37.  [lintaŋ] [bintaŋ] star 
38.  [bjaɲaw], [bjaɲu] [baɲu] water 
39.  [udjan] [udan] rain 
40.  [wataw] [watu] stone 
41.  [wələʔ] [wəlʊɁ], [bəlʊɁ] smoke 
42.  [abjaŋ] [abaŋ] red 

43.  [bəʔ] [kəbəʔ] full 
44.  [gjarɪŋ] [garIŋ] dry 
45.  [kiwɔʔ] [kiwɔ] left 
46.  [tʃəndəʔ], [tʃəkaʔ] [əndəʔ] short 
47.  [əndjas] [əndas] head 

It can be observed that certain Osing words differ from MJ in that they have palatalized consonants, 

word-final diphthongs, and word-final glottal stops. Fromkin et al (2011) notes that palatalization is the 

change of place of articulation and often the manner of articulation of a consonant toward the palatal region of 
the vocal tract when triggered by a high and⁄or front vowel. Moreover, palatalization is a common assimilatory 

process around languages in the world (Bateman, 2011). On the other hand, diphthongization breaks a 

monophthong into a diphthong (Crystal, 2008). Diphthong is different from monophthong because the quality 

of the diphthong changes during its production while monophthong has consistent quality (MacMahon, 2002). 
Furthermore, glottalization at word final can serve as boundaries between prosodic unit or a variation in 

phonation type which is realized as a complete stop or laryngealization of the following vowel (Ladefoged and 
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Madieson, 1996). The sound variation is presented in more detail in Table 7.  

 

Table 7. Sound Variation 

No Sound Variation Osing 
Malang 

Javanese 
Gloss 

1. Palatalization in Osing 

[kabjɛh] [kabɛh] All 
[bjapaʔ] [bapaʔ] Father 
[iwjaʔ] [iwaʔ] Fish 
[kəmbjaŋ] [kəmbaŋ] Flower 
[iljat] [ilat] Tongue 

[mbuwjaŋ] [mbuaʔ] to throw away  
[ŋambjaŋ] [ŋambaŋ] to float 
[bjaɲaw];[bjaɲu] [baɲu] water  

[udjan] [udan] Rain 
[abjaŋ] [abaŋ] Red 
[gjarɪŋ] [garɪŋ] Dry 
[əndjas] [əndas] Head 

2. Final diphthongization [aw] in Osing 

[ikaw] [iku] That 
[təlaw] [telu] Three 
[pitaw] [pitu] Seven 
[wɔlaw] [wɔlu] Eight 

[turaw] [tʊrʊ] Sleep 
[mlakaw] [mlaku] Walk 
[bjaɲaw] [baɲu] Water 
[wataw] [watu] Stone 

3. Final diphthongization [aj] in Osing 

[ikaj]  [iki] This 
[sidʒaj] [sidʒi] One 
[gədaj] [gəde] Big 
[wədaj] [wədi] Scared 

[sriwaj] [suwiwi] Wing 

4 Final glottalization [ʔ] in Osing 

[loroʔ] [loro] Two 
[pituʔ] [pitu] Seven 
[sɔŋɔʔ] [sɔŋɔ] Nine 
[gədiʔ] [gəde] Big 
[dɔwɔʔ] [dɔwɔ] Long 
[tumɔʔ] [tumɔ] Louse 
[idʒoʔ] [idʒo] Green 
[kiwɔʔ] [kiwɔ] Left 

It can be observed from Table 7 that Osing has secondary palatalization. In secondary palatalization, 
the consonant undergoes a palatal articulation when triggered by a high or front vowel (Hume, 1994). 

Palatalization in Osing appears in labial consonants [b, w] and an alveolar consonant [d] and is triggered by 

mid and low front vowels, namely [ɛ] and [a].  

e.g.: 

(1) /kabɛh/  --> [kabjɛh]  ‘all’ 

/bapaʔ/  --> [bjapaʔ]  ‘father’ 

/iwaʔ/  --> [iwjaʔ]  ‘fish’ 

/udan/  --> [udjan]  ‘rain’ 

Lastly, the diphthongization in Osing occurs in words ending with high vowels [i] and [u]. The high 

vowels break into low front vowels and glides. The vowel [i] breaks into [aj] while the vowel [u] breaks into 

[aw]. 

(2) /iki/  --> [ikaj]  ‘that 

/iku/  --> [ikaw]  ‘this’ 
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Type 4 consists of Osing words that are identical to MJ words. This list consists of 108 words. This 

includes 31 verbs, 3 numbers, 2 question words, 22 adjectives, 12 terms for flora and fauna, 22 body parts of 
human and animals, 12 terms for nature, 2 terms for time, and 2 nouns. 

Table 8. Type 4 of the Basic Words 

No. Osing Malang Javanese Gloss 

1.  [sɔpɔ] [sɔpɔ] who 

2.  [kapan] [kapan] when 
3.  [lijɔ] [lijɔ] different 
4.  [papat] [papat] four 
5.  [ənəm] [ənəm] six 

6.  [səpɔlɔh] [səpɔlɔh] ten 
7.  [kandəl] [kandəl] thick 
8.  [tʃiliʔ] [tʃiliʔ] small 
9.  [tipis] [tipis] thin (thing) 

10.  [mənuŋsɔ] [mənuŋsɔ] human 
11.  [kewan] [kewan] animal 
12.   [manʊʔ] [manʊʔ] bird 
13.  [ulɔ] [ulɔ] snake 
14.  [tʃatʃɪŋ] [tʃatʃɪŋ] worm 
15.  [wɪt] [wɪt] tree 
16.  [alas] [alas] forest 
17.  [uwɔh] [uwɔh] fruit 

18.  [bibɪt] [bibɪt] seed 
19.  [gɔdɔŋ] [gɔdɔŋ] leave 
20.  [ɔjɔt] [ɔjɔt] root 
21.  [kulIt kaju] [kulIt kaju] bark 
22.  [sukət] [sukət] grass 
23.  [tali] [tali] rope 
24.  [dagɪŋ] [dagɪŋ] meat 
25.  [gətɪh] [gətɪh] blood 

26.  [əndɔʔ] [əndɔʔ] egg 
27.  [suŋu] [suŋu] horn 
28.  [buntʊt] [buntʊt] tail 
29.  [wulu] [wulu] feathers 
30.  [rambʊt] [rambʊt] hair 
31.  [mɔtɔ] [mɔtɔ] eye 
32.  [ɪrʊŋ] [ɪrʊŋ] nose 
33.  [tʃaŋkəm] [tʃaŋkəm] mouth 

34.  [untu] [untu] tooth 
35.  [kuku] [kuku] nail 
36.   [dəlamaɁan]  [dəlamaɁan] feet 
37.  [sɪkɪl] [sɪkɪl] leg 
38.  [dəŋkʊl] [dəŋkʊl] knee 
39.  [taŋan] [taŋan] hand 
40.  [wətəŋ] [wətəŋ] stomach 
41.  [gulu] [gulu] neck 
42.  [susu] [susu] breast 

43.  [dʒantʊŋ] [dʒantʊŋ] heart 
44.  [ati] [ati] liver 
45.  [ŋombe] [ŋombe] to drink 
46.  [ɲɔkɔt] [ɲɔkɔt] to bite 
47.  [ɲədɔt] [ɲədɔt] to suck 
48.  [ŋidu] [ŋidu] to spit 
49.  [muntah] [muntah] to vomit 
50.  [ambəkan] [ambəkan] to breathe 

51.  [mɪkɪr] [mɪkɪr] to think 
52.  [ŋambu] [ŋambu] to smell 
53.  [mati] [mati] to die 
54.  [matɛni]. [matɛni] to kill 
55.  [ŋəʈɔʔ] [ŋəʈɔʔ] to cut 
56.  [ɲigar] [ɲigar] to cut into two 
57.  [ɲudʊʔ] [ɲudʊʔ] to stab 
58.  [ŋukʊr] [ŋukʊr] to scratch 

59.  [ŋlaŋi] [ŋlaŋi] to swim 
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60.  [mibər] [mibər] to fly 
61.  [təkɔ] [təkɔ] to come 

62.  [lʊŋgʊh] [lʊŋgʊh] to sit 
63.  [ŋadəg] [ŋadəg] to stand 

64.  [tibɔ] [tibɔ] to fall 
65.  [ɲəkəl] [ɲəkəl] to hold 
66.  [mərəs] [mərəs] to squeeze 
67.  [ŋgɔsɔʔ] [ŋgɔsɔʔ] to scrub 
68.  [narɪʔ] [narɪʔ] to pull 
69.  [ɲʊrʊŋ] [ɲʊrʊŋ] to push 
70.  [nalɛni] [nalɛni] to tie 
71.  [ndʒaıt] [ndʒaıt] to sew 

72.   [ŋetʊŋ] [ŋetʊŋ] to count 
73.   [ŋɔmɔŋ] [ŋɔmɔŋ] to say 
74.  [mili] [mili] to flow 
75.  [abʊh] [abʊh] to swell 
76.  [srəŋeŋe] [srəŋeŋe] sun 
77.  [wulan] [wulan] month/moon 
78.  [kali] [kali] river 
79.  [səgɔrɔ] [səgɔrɔ] sea 

80.  [ujah] [ujah] salt 
81.  [ləmah] [ləmah] land 
82.  [kabʊt] [kabʊt] fog 
83.  [laŋɪt] [laŋɪt] sky 
84.  [aŋɪn] [aŋɪn] wind 
85.  [gəni] [gəni] fire 
86.  [awu] [awu] ash 
87.  [kɔbɔŋan] [kɔbɔŋan] burned 
88.  [dalan] [dalan] street 

89.  [gʊnʊŋ] [gʊnʊŋ] mountain 
90.  [idʒo] [idʒo] green 
91.  [konɪŋ] [konɪŋ] yellow 
92.  [potɪh] [potɪh] white 
93.  [bəŋi] [bəŋi] night 
94.  [taʊn] [taʊn] year 
95.  [aŋət] [aŋət] warm 
96.  [adəm] [adəm] cold 

97.  [aɲar] [aɲar] new 
98.  [lawas] [lawas] old 
99.  [apiʔ] [apiʔ] good 
100.  [ɛlɛʔ] [ɛlɛʔ] bad 
101.  [bundər] [bundər] round (3D) 
102.  [bundər] [bundər] round 
103.  [landəp] [landəp] sharp 
104.  [alus] [alus] soft 

105.  [salah] [salah] wrong 
106.  [bənər] [bənər] right (correct) 
107.  [adɔh] [adɔh] far 
108.  [təŋən] [təŋən] right (direction) 

It can be observed that 108 words of Osing are identical to MJ. Therefore, type 4 has the most 

member of the basic words or 51,9% of the whole data. To sum up, the percentages of each type of the basic 

words can be seen in Table 9. 
Table 9. Percentages of Types of Basic Words 

Types of Basic Words Numbers Percentages 

Type 1 (distinct words) 48 23,1% 
Type 2 (one different word, one similar word) 5 2,4% 

Type 3 (words with sound variation) 47 22,6% 
Type 4 (identical words) 108 51,9% 

Total 208 100% 

It can be concluded from Table 9 that more than half of the basic words (108) are total cognates in 

that they have similar forms in Osing and MJ. Moreover, there are only 48 words in Osing that are totally 
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distinct from MJ. As many as 5 words are phrases with one different word and the other similar. On the other 

hand, 45 words are similar in Osing and MJ but have phonological differences. Hence, there are 100 
differences in the basic vocabulary of Osing and MJ. 

Applying Ayatrohaedi’s theory (Ayatrohaedi, 1983), it can be concluded that there are 48% of 

differences in Osing and MJ . 
𝑠 𝑥 100

𝑛
 = 𝑑 

100 x 100 = 48% 

208 

s: the sum of basic words in Osing that are different from Malang Javanese (100 basic words) 

n: the number of the total basic words (208 basic words) 

d: the percentage of the differences between the basic words of Osing and Malang Javanese 

Using the theory of Lauder (1993), it can be concluded that Osing and Malang Javanese are sub-
dialects of East Javanese. According to Lauder (1993) 41-50% differences in the basic vocabulary indicate 

sub-dialects of a dialect. This proves that Osing and MJ belong to the same dialect which in this case is the 

East Javanese dialect. 

4. Conclusion and Suggestion 

The findings of the research provide evidence to the observation of previous linguists in that Osing is 
not a linguistically separate language of Javanese. Among others, the linguists are  Anderbeck (2015) and 

Arps (2009). However, unlike previous research, the current research offers evidences that Osing is a dialect 

of Javanese by comparing the basic words of Osing and MJ.  
 The current research also provides a more detailed insight into the phonological variation of Osing as 

compared to MJ, more importantly on the palatalization of stops, the diphthongization of final vowels, and the 

glottalization at the end of the word. This has not been discussed by previous research on Osing before.  As an 

example, Van der Tuuk only observed that Osing was a dialect of Java with peculiar vocabulary without 
giving a more detailed account on the phonological forms of the vocabulary (via Arps, 2009). Natadiningrat 

also remarked that Banyuwangi people spoke Javanese with different pronunciation and vocabulary but did 

not provide further details on that (via Arps, 2009). Furthermore, the findings also show that the differences of 
vocabulary in Osing and Javanese are limited to certain fields such as pronouns, kinship terms, verbs and 

adjectives of quality. Previous research only mentioned that the vocabulary of Osing were archaic Javanese 

(Arps, 2009). 
Lastly, the authors are aware that this research was still in the preliminary phase since it was done 

with limited data from limited regions in Banyuwangi and Malang. Further research with more data collected 

from broader areas in Banyuwangi and Malang should be done in the future to give a better description on the 

language status of Osing. 
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